


Local Control: Aesthetic 
Mandates & their impact 
on the Housing Crisis



WHAT IS THE VINYL SIDING INSTITUTE?

o We are a trade association for manufacturers of vinyl 
and other polymeric siding and suppliers to the industry

o We address regulatory issues, including material restrictions,
monitoring of building codes and planning codes

o We provide education of building code developers and regulators

o We help develop materials, product and performance standards 
by working through standards-making organizations and code bodies

o We sponsor certification programs that improve the quality 
of siding and its installation

o We provide a forum for issues of interest to the vinyl siding industry



Today’s Roadmap

• Historical Background on material 
bans
o Architectural Design Standards
o Purpose? Results?

• Housing Crisis – Housing 
Affordability & Workforce Housing

• What can we do about it? 



Historical Background 
on material bans



Brick Mandates became popular in the 90s – some examples of how this issue manifest



Architectural Design Standards and Unified Development Codes



Housing Crisis – 
Housing Affordability 
& Workforce Housing



A d v o c a c y

Buying a house is expensive! 

Ok. But why SO 
expensive?



U.S. HOUSING 
ACTIVITY WAS AT 
A MULTI-DECADE 
LOW
Supply Of New Housing 
Is Only Now Recovering



INVENTORY KEEPS SINKING
The Big Question - 
How Much More Will 
House Prices 
Increase?



TOO MANY EXPENSIVE HOUSES
Almost None Are Below $200,000



PRICES KEEP RISING!



CONSTRUCTION 
OF SMALL HOUSES
The Number Is Very Small



If the price of a new
single-family home is $350,000, 
then $94,150 of that price
can be attributed to 
the cost of regulation.

Cost of regulation in the price of a new 
single-family home ($350,000) Pure cost of building 

delay (if regulation 
imposed no other 
cost), $1,400

Complying with OSHA/other labor requirements, $6,650

Architectural design standards beyond the ordinary, $14,350

Changes to building codes over the past 10 years, $24,500

Fees paid by the builder after purchasing the lot, $8,050
Pure cost of building 
delay (if regulation 
imposed no other 
cost), $1,400

Complying with 
OSHA/other labor
Requirements, 
$2,100

Standards (setbacks, etc.) that go beyond the ordinary, $9,100

Land dedicated to the govt. or otherwise left unbuilt, $11,200

Hard costs of compliance (fees, required studies, etc.), $11,550

Cost of applying for zoning approval, $4,550



COST OF REGULATION IN THE PRICE OF A NEW HOME

2.30%

7.00%

4.10%

1.90%

0.40%

Average Regulatory Costs During Construction as % of House Price 
15.6%

Fees paid by the builder after purchasing the lot Changes to building codes over the past 10 years

Architectural design standards beyond the ordinary Complying with OSHA/other labor requirements

Pure cost of delay (if regulation imposed no other cost)



Average When 
Present

Average Across 
All Lots

Architectural design standards beyond the ordinary 71.2%  5.7%  4.1%  
Architectural design standards beyond the ordinary (NATIONAL) 57.5%  4.8%  2.7%  

Share With the 
Regulatory 

Cost

Regulation as a % of House Price

o Jurisdictions have increasingly sought to impose architectural design standards 

o Motivated by aesthetics; or to possibly to price less affluent residents out of 
neighborhoods

o Prohibition of vinyl siding has become relatively common

o Also: garage orientation, material used in fences, window shutters, square 
footage of window space, etc. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN STANDARDS: 
CONSTRUCTION



What can we 
do about it? 



GEORGIA POLLING ON VINYL SIDING BANS



Historical Opposition to polymeric and other synthetic/innovative 
building materials



ARCHITECTURAL 
DESIGN FOR 
TRADITIONAL 
NEIGHBORHOODS
A comprehensive guide to help 
planners, architects, developers, and 
builders quickly understand traditional 
neighborhood platting and block-face 
design and the innovative materials 
available.



POLYPROPYLENE SHAKE



CELLULAR PVC



POLYASH



VINYL SIDING



A d v o c a c y

Our History…

2019-2020
SB 1713 



VSI MATERIAL & HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
LEGISLATIVE SUCCESS AND INITIATIVES



AVAILABLE RESOURCES



AVAILABLE RESOURCES



AVAILABLE RESOURCES



ALEX FERNANDEZ
Senior Director of Advocacy 
Afernandez@vinylsiding.org
786-367-5655

CONTACT

mailto:Afernandez@vinylsiding.org
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