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SOCIATION OF WASHINGTON

== CHAMPIONS OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING






JOB DESCRIPTION:  Drywall Taper




             DOT Code: 842.664-010

	INJURED WORKER’S NAME: 
	L&I CLAIM NUMBER:  


DESCRIPTION OF ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS:  The drywall taper prepares installed drywall for final finish by a drywall texture applicator.  In some cases the drywall taper will also be responsible for applying wall and ceiling primer (paint) and texturing walls and ceilings.

Process:

The process begins with the drywall taper spreading gypsum based joint compound over the drywall joints and inside wall and ceiling corners with a broad knife and then using the broad knife imbeds drywall joint tape over the joint area.  The drywall taper will also cover nail and screw divots by spreading joint compound over the divots.   
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Drywall tapers (finishers) taping walls and ceilings using taping knives      
On most projects the drywall taper will use a bazooka gun or a drywall banjo.  The drywall banjo is a hand held taping devise that simplifies the taping process.  This is accomplished by spreading the joint compound, placing the joint tape and imbedding the tape into the joint compound in a single process.  The drywall taper will often use walking stilts, scaffolding or stool (benches) to reach ceilings and other high areas. 
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  Taper using a taping bazooka to tape corners                                Drywall taper working from scaffolding                                        Taper on stilts to reach high areas
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After the first coat of joint compound has dried the drywall taper may do a light sanding using a hand or pole sander prior to applying a second coat of joint compound over the drywall joints and nail and screw locations with a broader blade taping knife.  This second coat is referred to as a skim coat.  When the skim coat has dried the drywall taper will hand sand the areas where the joint compound was applied and touch up any imperfections with light coat(s) of joint compound.
[image: image6.jpg]


  [image: image7.png]


  [image: image8.jpg]



                                    Tapers using broad knife to apply skim coat                                                              Taper sanding drywall joints with pole sander

If the drywall taper is responsible for applying outside corner beading it will be done before the taping is started so that joint compound can be applied as the joints and nail divots are being filled.  Depending on the type of corner bead used it will be fastened with staples, nails, screws or spray adhesive.  
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                                                              Corner bead installed and samples of other corner bead styles

If the drywall taper is responsible for applying a primer coat to the drywall material it will be done at this point.  This process begins with masking off windows, floor and skylights with thin sheets of plastic or paper.  The primer (paint) is then applied using a brush, roller or airless sprayer or any combination.
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                                                           Taper using airless spray unit                        Applying primer with rollers
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If a smooth wall finish is requested the job is complete at this point.  If wall and ceiling texture is to be applied it is done at this point.  Generally the texturing is done by a texturing crew.  On small jobs or smaller operations the drywall taper may apply the texture material.  This can be done with a small hand held texture gun or a larger spray unit.  This process generally involves pouring bags of dry texture material into the mixing hopper.  Water is added to the texture material and mixed to create a creamy paint like consistency.  It is then forced through hoses attached to the mixer by air pressure and through a spray gun onto the walls and ceilings. If a knockdown finish is called for, the drywall taper will use a broad blade taping knife to flatten out the texture before it sets.
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  Taper using hand held texture gun        A larger texture spray unit is used for larger rooms                     Taper using special pole knife to do knock down pattern

Note: Joint compound usually comes premixed in twenty five pound boxes or in plastic five gallon buckets weighing around fifty pounds.  Joint compound material can also come in a dry powder form and be mixed with water at the job site.  If the joint compound material is in a powder form it is mixed with an electric mixer or hand drill equipped with a mixing blade.  The drywall taper may move this material from a garage or entry way where it was delivered or more the box, bucket or bag to a more convenient location.  When applying joint compound the drywall taper will scoop it out of the bucket or box and put it into a hand held mud pan or a flat hand held drywall hawk.

[image: image24.jpg]MACHINERY, TOOLS, EQUIPMENT: Trowels, hand/power tools, texture machine, spraying machine, mud pan, bazooka gun or banjo (automatic taping mechanism), buckets, drywall hawk, pole sander, hand sander, knives, stilts, ladders and scaffolding.
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                     Taping Bazooka     Pole Sander              Drywall Hawk                       Drywall Stools                  Drywall Knives                           Stilts
  EDUCATION, TRAINING, EXPERIENCE: Previous experience preferred but not required as employee can learn on-the-job.  Drywall taper must be at least eighteen years old and be familiar with safety requirements, best practices and the proper use of tools and equipment.  The drywall taper must be able to understand and follow verbal instructions.  If required to operate a motor vehicle must have a valid Washington State driver’s license and not have any DUI citations.  

Note: if you need more space click here.

IMPORTANT! Employer - you must complete the physical demands checklist below.  When you are done, send or take a copy of this job description with a cover letter to the physician treating your injured worker.  The physician is to complete their portion of the form and return it to you.  Upon receipt of your copy please send a copy to us at: BIAW, P.O. Box 1909, Olympia, Washington 98507 or by FAX (360) 352-5332.  If you need help you can reach us at 1-800-228-4229.
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	for each Activity listed belo w place a Check mark in the Column that best represents the time the worker spends doing the activity.   time is based on  an  eight hour workday           “occasionally” =  1-33%             “Frequently”=  34-66%              “Continuously”=  67-100%


	PHYSICAL  DEMANDS
	never
	occas.
	freq.
	contin.
	 Physician Comments

	Bend
	
	
	(
	
	

	Squat
	
	(
	
	
	

	Crawl
	(
	
	
	
	

	Reach above shoulders
	
	
	(
	
	

	Kneel
	
	(
	
	
	

	Stoop
	
	(
	
	
	

	Climb stairs/steps
	
	(
	
	
	

	Climb ladders/step stool
	
	(
	
	
	

	Walk on uneven ground
	
	(
	
	
	

	Other (specify): use stilts
	
	
	(
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	LIFTING\CARRYING
	never
	occas.
	freq.
	contin.
	 Physician Comments

	0-5 lbs
	
	
	(
	
	

	6-10 lbs
	
	
	(
	
	

	11-20 lbs
	
	(
	
	
	

	21-25 lbs
	
	(
	
	
	

	26-50 lbs
	
	(
	
	
	

	51-100 lbs
	
	(
	
	
	

	Repeated push/pull
	
	
	(
	
	

	Repeated simple grasp
	
	
	(
	
	

	Repeated fine manipulation
	
	(
	
	
	

	Other (specify):
	
	
	
	
	


	ENVIRONMENTAL  AND EQUIPMENT EXPOSURES
	never
	occas.
	freq.
	contin.
	 Physician Comments

	Unprotected heights
	(
	
	
	
	

	Being around moving machinery
	
	(
	
	
	

	Exposure to changes in temperature and humidity 
	
	(
	
	
	

	Driving automotive equip.
	
	(
	
	
	

	Exposure to dust, fumes & gases
	
	
	(
	
	


	SUBMITTED BY:


	DATE:

	COMPANY NAME:

	PHONE:

	COMPANY ADDRESS:


	FAX:

	CITY:                                                                                                                       STATE:

	ZIP CODE:


Modified Duty Return to Work 
(Physician’s Use Only)
I have reviewed the Job Description provided by company name and based on my evaluation  the worker

________ can perform the job duties full time. 

________ can perform the job duties on a part-time basis for _____ hours per day  _____ days per week.
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Note: If job modifications or restrictions are necessary please describe the modifications and/or restrictions that are needed below and provide an explanation of why you feel they are necessary.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

________cannot perform the job duties for the following reasons: (Please explain why and relate the reason(s) to your objective medical findings)
Signature of Physician










Date

Physician’s Name and Address:


DW011


